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_ . _ . » * ■- * t bery charge similar to 

nvj Pjia RUSSO HELD a M * s ^^rpjaced against Sheri4a 

dusi.dsn ms 

jsicre Jury 


NBC program was brdadcast 
and told reporters Sheridan 
offered to “set me up in Cal- 
ifornia” if he would recant 
Ihe testimony he gave at a 
g. •L- r A,,!*? preliminary hearing. 

Itl 1)5 j}10 [Ml Russo, a Baton Rouge In- 

hl HWW V-U.i. toId ^ 

A television network news- preliminary hearing for Jtaw 
man accused by Diit. Atty. that he overheard the retired 
Jim Garrison of attempting New Orleans 
to bribe a witness in tlie help plan Kennedy s Dallas 
DA’s Kennedy death plot in- slaying. 

I vestigalion was scheduled to NBC claimed Russo wa 
appear before the Orleans placed on the witness stand 
ParishJ3rand Jury today. despite a lie detector test j ~ • - 

" National Broadcasting Co. which did not substantiate just ice, 
reporter Walter iw?ridan wa y his testimony. Russo snd- Sherida n produ ced 

appeared to post $a, 009 bond had failed a be test. casting Co program concern- 

•* p “ blk W W y«- " A K ££ ki “ ‘" v ' s “- 

MEANWHILE, U. S. Sen. U rday by Kennedy ^asserted: ; * a .V?"i* de *?om the fact that it 
Robert FXfiennedy, D-N.Y., "I have been fortunate to ‘ he inleUigence 0 f 

j brother - ^ the s»am Preoi-Jjnow and work with Wa er ( Amer j Can jj w3 s a very 

dent, vigorously defendecTtne Sheridan for many years. , «' er y arnsnu . . J: „ 

j 41-year-old reporter in a state- Like all of those who nave 

I a 1 J .t tVw.V.inrttnn L.a.km kim artrl hi^ WOTK. I 


the one 

Sheri dan ■ 

, 11C office charged 

that Riehard^r’Townley at- 
tempted both to bribe and in- 
timidate Russo. Townley post- 
ed $7,500 bond. 

Answering Sheridans ac- 
cusation that he is trying to 
stifle freedom of the press, 
Garrison said: 

“Mr. Walter Sheridan in- 
sults the concept of -freedom 
of the press when he attempts 
to use it to make himself 
look heroic. Freedom of the 
press docs not include the 
right to destroy a state’s case 
so that a defendant can escape 


41-year-old reporter in a s:aie- Like an oi urose «..« 

Ill meet released at Washington, known him and his work, l 
II Kennedy declared he has have the utmost confidence in 
I! known Sheridan for many his integrity, both personal 
years and added: and professional. 

“It is not possible that Mr. "This view was shared by 
I Sheridan would do anything President Kennedy, hirnseu. 
I which would in the slightest with whom Mr. Shendan was 
* • degree compromise the truth associated for many years in 
— .... * a relationship of utmost trust, 

in regard to the investigation ^p^nce and affection. 

, in New Orleans.” j 


AFPEARING voluntarily, 
yesterday, Sheridan said he 
is Innocent of the ■ bribery 
charge. He accused Garn- 
ton of trying to intimidate 
newsmen who develop infor- 
mation detrimental to the In- 
vestigation. . . 

Tbe charge against Sheri- 
dan grew out of activities of 


SHERIDAN, A former offi- 
cial of the U.S. Justice De- 
partment, was chief lnveshga^— 5L 
tor for the Senate Rackets 
Committee when Robert Ken- 
edy was chief counsel for 
that body. He later served 
under Kennedy in the Jus- 
tice Department when tne 
latter was attorney general. 

In other d^etoprnents * 

newsman for WDSL-Ty , 


ocijr •• . 

clear attempt to prejudice in 
advance possible jurors In 
the case. 

“This program will probably 
stand for years as a symbol 
of the lengths to which some 
powerful outside interests will 
go in order to interfere with 
state government.” 

Noting that Sheridan is a 
“known intimate” of Robert 
Kennedy, Garrison questioned 
how the newsman could be 
loval to both the s*n*inr-*nd 


an NBC news team prior to w jiu 8 *, — — - 

the June 19 airing of an hour^ x^c’s New Orleans amhc^. 

long network program which tas p i ca ded innocenlto a un- 
said Garrison’s casp/against 
54 -year-old Clajp^Shaw is 
based, in part,. on.X3ulty teS’ 


timony. - 

Ten day* ago. *he DA 
charged that Sheridan offered 
atar prosecution witness Per- 
ry rJkusso a home in Cali- 
fornia, the services of an at- 
torney and protection against 
exAraditim.il he wou ld change 


gjiii eu'.. CRU 


[ (Indicate paq«, &aa»« of 
otwipaptr, city end itati.) 
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